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Hello to all Members 

I hope you all had a good Christmas and have 

kept cool enough to function. It was a shock 

coming back from the Melbourne conference 

into this heat – but a good excuse to sit back 

and just watch the tennis. Too hot here to 

move! One lucky astrologer actually stayed 

behind to watch it at the source before 

returning to the west. 

The magical year of 2012 is swinging into 

action, and we have some events planned for 

your astrological and social delight. The 

Messenger will keep you up to date with 

ample advance notice for planning your 

astrological year. 

There is still much debate over the true 

meaning of 2012, and I’m a great sceptic re 

the New-Age style of interpretation, I must  

 

admit. Although the Mayan calendar is surely 

a miracle of science and forecast. One thing  

does seem factually certain – life-change on 

Planet Earth is speeding up so markedly, the 

values of planetary leaders [in many cases] 

have caused so much crisis, that 

consciousness HAS to change, and change 

soon. This seems to me to be a matter of 

survival. And what with Pluto and Uranus 

becoming ever more intimately, if squarely, 

acquainted this year – a few more kerfuffles 

seem to be assured. As always, Ed Tamplin 

has a very good track record in spotting 

themes well ahead of time, so if you are 

interested – look him up in the journal or 

online. As astrologers, we can see the good to 

come out of this time. For instance – what 

does it really mean that Saturn has been 

exalted the last 2 years? There is some fruitful 

symbolism to come out of that one. And I will 

enjoy it more once dear ol’ Saturn leaves my 

ascendant alone.  

Our first 2012 meeting is on Tuesday the 21st 

February. If you wish to have an input, please 

let me know [9457 1790 or 

jlewis33@bigpond.com].  

Keep well and happy 

Jeannette Lewis-Hill 
President, FAAWA 
30

th
 January 2012.
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The FAA 2012 International 
Conference in Melbourne 
 
An Editorial View of the Growing 

Movement in Ancient Philosophy 

What a privilege to go to such a conference, 

with Robert Hand as the keynote speaker, 

accompanied by Deb Houlding, Demetra 

George, and Ben Dykes as the traditional 

speakers, - plus Frank Clifford, Jane Ridder-

Patrick, Verena Bachman, Melanie Reinhart, 

Faye Cossar and the wise but ever-whacky 

Michael Lutin. Those astrologers were the 

overseas speakers, and they did themselves 

proud, giving abundant time and teaching 

from their vast experience. Also, many of our 

favourites Australians were on hand as well as 

several new ones. Nearly all fields of astrology 

were represented. [I’m still hanging out to 

hear a good weather astrologer!] 

To give a personal view, what I like in today’s 

astrology is the growing philosophical content 

that is issuing from the translators and 

traditional scholars working from the old 

texts. Whilst there were many excellent 

modern astrologers presenting at the 

conference, as a new-ish and keen student of 

traditional astrology I have appreciated the 

growing exposure to the old Western 

cultures. The traditions were my focus at this 

2012 conference. [Typical Capricorn] 

There was a time when I felt the need to 

choose between Western and Vedic astrology. 

I came to the conclusion that  my basis lay 

within our Western culture, and I elected to 

honour that culture by exploring its original 

tenets of thought and faith [and astrology].  

The remnants of our western values and 

mores are in shreds in the current world 

culture created by pop entertainment and 

corporations – a culture that many do not  

 

Above:  Jeanette Lewis-Hill 

appreciate and many feel impoverished by. 

Looking around, where do we see evidence of 

our great history of character and 

intelligence? It is hard to find and our 

educational systems have neglected the 

cultural basics badly. 

The New Age has come up with much of its 

own feel-good teaching, and is very inventive, 

but is this information accurate or spiritually 

valid? Money seems to be at the base of many 

of the points of view, including [in my rather 

prejudiced outlook] much of the 2012 

phenomenon.  

In spite of that, 2012 is happening, and we are 

up for a culture change. I believe that the 

astrologers are the leaders of a cultural 

revival. It is they [us!] who are re-introducing 

philosophical basics to the world. This is a 

beautiful and spiritual philosophy – not pop 

culture and not 19th/ 20th century nihilism. 

Looking around, I do not yet see other groups 

rebirthing the essence of our cultural roots – 

which I believe is very relevant to our survival 

in a post-modern world.  

In Australia, Joy Usher and Mari Garcia are 

presenting the old philosophies afresh, and 

they are applying them. In America, Ben 
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Dykes is an actual philosopher – and this is 

how he likes to be introduced to the lecture 

audience. His clarity of thought is a testimony to the 

effectiveness of his philosophy, and he too is a splendid 

teacher. Rob Hand discussed his vision for his own future in 

a lecture, and he sees his growth in philosophy as the 

paramount theme. Astrology may be the vehicle – but the 

quality of ethical thought and understanding of human 

nature is his passion. In Europe, an affiliate of John Frawley’s 

is Oscar Hofman [not at the conference], who has gone into 

classical medical astrology and resurrected the wonderful 

teachings of Hildegard von Bingen, a 12th century abbess, 

composer, healer and mystic. The list goes on and on. 

On a related track, ancient methods of visual astrology, 

including stellar mythology, are being rekindled by Brady 

and Gunzburg in England. Astrological culture has gone into 

the universities – and since one can study the topic as a 

culture [but not study the technique of actual practice], the 

desire for status and recognition has led several astrologers 

into tertiary levels of scholarship. This increases astrological 

philosophy’s exposure and influence, and is very important  

in bringing the old and valuable traditions back into the 

light.  

 

How can we sum up a theme like this? Things are opening for astrologers, and through them, for the 

world. I speak only of the West, but there are beautiful cultural roots for other parts of the planet 

too that can be accessed. Taoism is just one rich area that comes to mind. These things don’t have to 

be reactivated through any system of astrology – but in the West, I suspect we have pride of place 

because we are the initiators

Neville Foster’s 

Recovery 

 
Many FAAWA members know that 

Neville, our former treasurer, is very 

unwell in hospital where he has been 

for about three weeks. Penny Foster, 

a former committee president and 

much loved member of Perth’s 

astrological community, has been at 

his side throughout. The Committee, 

on behalf of all members, wish Penny 

and Neville all possible strength 

during their ordeal, and much love 

and the best of wishes for Neville’s  

Recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynette Malone Stein in Melbourne 

Our latest member to become a national speaker has, by all accounts, gone well 

in Melbourne with her very topical critique of the astrology and social 

/archetypal meaning of the film Avatar. This talk was sponsored financially by our 

chapter in WA, and is an important vehicle for introducing new speakers at the 

national level.  

Astrologers who wish to inquire about this sponsorship tradition are encouraged 

to ask any committee member; new speakers are always being sought after.  
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Speaking Your Chart  

by Frank Clifford 

Astrology comes alive when we hear people 

‘speak their charts’ – when they describe 

their life and personality in ways that reveal 

the major themes of their horoscope. 

 

Joseph Campbell (Sun, Mercury and Jupiter 

conjunct in Aries in the 6th) 

Campbell was the inspirational storyteller, 

philosopher and mythologist who 

encouraged people to take delight and joy in 

saying ‘yes’ to life, and to embark upon a 

journey of questioning. As with many Aries, 

he breathed new life into an old idea: he 

made his passion relevant to modern 

existence, and the simple yet profound 

statement that what you want must come 

from you is summed up by his phrase 

‘follow your bliss’. 

His most influential book is The Hero with a 

Thousand Faces. Campbell’s ‘Hero’s Journey’ 

is Sun–Jupiter in Aries at its most creative. 

At the start, the Hero (a warrior–explorer–

adventurer of the mind) feels something is 

missing in life, responds to the call to 

adventure, and makes a break from his past 

to embark upon a journey alone. With the 

help of a mentor (Sun–Jupiter) he moves 

forward with strength and courage – 

meeting many tests and trials – and on his 

way to his initiation, he crosses the point of 

no return and seizes the ultimate treasure. 

Here are some Sun–Jupiter in Aries quotes  

by Campbell: 

‘The conquest of fear yields the courage of 

life. That is the cardinal initiation of every 

heroic adventure – fearlessness and 

achievement.’  

 

Above:   Frank Clifford –  

He spoke at the 2012 Conference. 

 

‘I don’t believe people are looking for the 

meaning of life as much as they are looking 

for the experience of being alive.’ 

‘Life is without meaning… The meaning of 

life is whatever you ascribe it to be. Being 

alive is the meaning.’ 

Joseph Campbell lived a full, authentic life of 

integrity and in accord with nature. His 

message was for us to seek the courage to 

participate in life and renounce petty 

desires for the divine harmony of the 

greater, true self. His Sun–Jupiter 

conjunction (along with Mercury) is the 

apex of a T-square involving Uranus 

opposite Neptune. He is quoted as saying, 

‘God is a metaphor for a mystery that 

absolutely transcends all human categories 

of thought.’ 

Data: 26 March 1904, 19:25 EST (+5), White 

Plains, New York, USA (41n02, 73w46). 

Source: From his mother to Erin Cameron in 

1981; place of birth from his website 

<www.jcf.org>. RR: A. 

 

Frank Clifford is an astrologer and palmist based in 

the UK. The piece above is an excerpt from Frank’s 

new book, Getting to the Heart of Your Chart: 

Playing Astrological Detective, available from 

www.flareuk.com and Amazon
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Committee Contact Details for 2012 
 

PRESIDENT:  Jeannette Lewis-Hill  53 Marjorie Ave, Riverton Ph:  9457 1790 
email:  jlewis33@bigpond.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Margie Crocker, 18 Oakleigh Road, Darlington 6070 Ph: 9401 3143 
email: margiecrocker@westnet.com.au  

SECRETARY:  Barbie Davidson  5/2 Millgate Road, Balga 6061 Ph: 9342 1064   
email: bbambola@lizzy.com.au 

TREASURER: Patricia Johns  51a Rome Road, Melville 6156  Ph:  0450 921 946   
email: patricia.johns@optusnet.com.au  

MM Editor:  Roslyn Drayton, P O Box 459, Fremantle 6959 
email:  roslyndrayton@iinet.net.au 

 
 COMMITTEE: 

Joanna Clifton  29 Glenunga Way, Craigie 6025 Ph:  9401 3143  email: jo.clif@bigpond.com 
Christine Dorrian Ph: 0448 588 286  email: chrissydorrian@hotmail.com  

Jean Jolley Ph: 0411 866 961  email: blodwen1@bigpond.com  
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